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Creative Grove Park neighbors Larry and 
Armetta Davis ready for the July 4th parade.



Neighborhood 
Night Out 
(formerly National Night Out) 

When:  September 19, 2017, 6 - 8 pm 

Where:  The Triangle (Terry Lane, Lakeside, Linda Lake intersection) 

Grove Park and Ravenwood Boards have agreed to change the date of NNO for this year only.  Please plan 
to attend - ice cream, watermelon, treats, games for children, visitors from City and local police and firemen, 
etc. and our wonderful neighbors to get to know and visit.  Because of the heat and storms we have had this 
summer, September 19 should be more comfortable for everyone. Come join in the fun. Looking forward to a 
great Neighborhood Night Out.  A flyer will be sent out before September 19 as a reminder. 

Any questions, contact a member of your Board. 

  $4,977.49  Balance as of 12/31/16 
+$1,646.00  Receipts (Dues, Ads, etc) 
  $6,623.49 
- $1,520.92  Expenses (GP Gazette, Meetings, etc) 
  $5,102.57  Balance as of 7/21/17 

TREASURER’S REPORT

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
So much is new in Grove Park.  We have five new creative and enthusiastic board members, our park 
will break ground any day, and, thanks to school board candidate and friend of Grove Park Carol 
Sawyer who teamed up with our own Gail Whitcomb we have a snazzy new website.  Gail has also 
offered to maintain and update the website on a continuing basis and we realize this is no small thing.  
The website is many times the first impression outsiders get when they become interested in us.  The 
new site is modern and clean with sections to accommodate photos, stories, and any information we 
want to put there. So grateful to Carol and Gail. 

So the question is: What should we do to take Grove Park to the next level and what part does 
communication play? 

Our newsletter has morphed into a 20-page magazine with nearly 100% coverage of neighborhood 
homes.  We make extensive use of our email list, Facebook page, Nextdoor, event signs, and flyers to 
announce events and happenings.  Do we need to do more?  If you aren't getting emails from the 
neighborhood send your email address to davisxyz@hotmail.com.   Sometimes we need to get 
messages out quickly and this is the best way.  I'll forward to MK Brennan, our neighborhood watch 
person, so you'll be on that list as well. 

We're shooting for 300 homes on Nextdoor and have about 270 now.  Go to nextdoor.com to get 
started.   This is sort of the meat-and-potatoes of communication, useful if you need an electrician, 
have a question, or would like to recommend someone for something. 

Facebook is the more colorful, friendlier site.  Lots of photos of events, forwards of material on city 
growth or planning, fun stuff as well as basic information.  Look for Grove Park Community in your 
search window and join the 100+ neighbors already there. 

Join in. It's all about community. 

-Mimi Davis

mailto:davisxyz@hotmail.com
http://nextdoor.com/
mailto:davisxyz@hotmail.com
http://nextdoor.com/


GROVE PARK GAZETTE STAFF 

GPNA BOARD 
PRESIDENT: MIMI DAVIS, 704.499.3918, DAVISXYZ@HOTMAIL.COM, 6700 LINDA LAKE DR.  

VICE PRESIDENT: LINDSEY WOLFE, 704.258.5440, LINDSEYTWOLFE@MAIL.COM, 6916 LAKESIDE DR. 

SECRETARY: GAIL WHITCOMB, 704.568.8073, GWHITCOMB1@GMAIL.COM, 6515 GROVE PARK BLVD. 

TREASURER: CHRIS SOTARDI, 917.597.7697, SOTARDI@GMAIL.COM, 7107 PRESTON CT. 

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN: KELLY MAU, 704.578.5850, KELLY67MARIE@GMAIL.COM, 6813 LINDA LAKE DR. 

AT-LARGE: ARMETTA DAVIS, 919.667.6010, ARMETTAJD@GMAIL.COM, 6201 E. WT HARRIS BLVD. 

AT-LARGE: MIKE MCLAURIN, 704.807.5537, MIKEMCLAURIN@BELLSOUTH.NET, 7110 LAKESIDE DR.

 
Editor: Debbie Tipton 

Managing Editor: Mimi Davis 

Newsletter Designer: Tara Tipton Howie 

Calendar Editor:  Cheryl Jesitus 

Staff Writer:  Sheila Zagar 

Spanish Translator:  Claudia Gomez 

Webmaster: Gail Whitcomb 

SCRATCHING SOUNDS IN THE NIGHT 
A year ago, there were some scratching noises at my house coming from above. I 
assumed at the time that some of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Squirrels that 
overpopulate my wooded neighborhood had broken into the attic. Found a hole 
around the roofline. Fell off the roof. Fortunately was not killed or paralyzed in the 
process. Had the roof hole repaired. Never saw the squirrels, but after the repair, no 
more scratching. Problem solved. Fast 
forward a year. The scratching returns. 
Having promised my loved ones I'll 
never climb up on the roof again, I 
paid a neighbor friend to once again 

find and repair the hole. As soon as the 
sun went down that night, the scratching returned, but this time 
it was more intense, more desperate, and more determined. By 
1:00 a.m., I was awakened by Mollie dog who was barking at the 
huge, menacing momma RACCOON and her two babies who 
had broken into my house from the attic via the pull down 
staircase. After regaining my composure and googling a few 
things like, "why are raccoons in my attic," "how to get raccoons 
out of your house" and "how to trap a raccoon," I decide to hide the valuables, throw open all the widows 
and doors, and try to go to sleep. By 3:30 a.m., the mother and one of her babies were gone, but the other 
baby was still hiding underneath the hallway bathroom sink. It took over 24 hours, but the baby finally got 
hungry enough last night to walk into the trap I'd set with cat food as bait. 

The house is so quiet now. Mollie dog, Quincy cat and I are MUCH less anxious. Next steps, showering my one 
acre property with moth balls and locks for the outdoor trash cans and attic door.

CLIFF SCOTT



El Jueves 17 de Agosto a las 
 7:00 pm  

En casa de  
Claudia Gomez,  

7000 Linda Lake Dr.  

Astrid Chirinos, Chief Development Executive for the Latin American Economic Development Corp. is coming to 
Grove Park on August 17 at 7 pm to speak to the Hispanic Women's Group.  It will be at the home of Claudia 
Gomez, 7000 Linda Lake Dr.  All are invited.  Please RSVP to Claudia 704-968-7772.

Ejecutiva de Desarrollo  
para la Coorporación Latinoamericana  
de Desarrollo Económico  
dará una platica para el grupo  
de Mujeres Latinas de Grove Park  

De acuerdo a la revista Charlotte Magazine del mes 
de Enero del 2017, Astrid es una de las 50 mujeres  
con mas influencia en Charlotte, ella nos hablara de 
aspectos muy importantes para la comunidad 
hispana.  

ASTRID CHIRINOS TO SPEAK 

ASTRID CHIRINOS



 
(and much, much more)
Home of the Cleveland Browns
  
5820 E W.T.Harris Blvd.
Charlotte,	NC		28215	
704.536.1660	
Hours:		Mon	-	Thurs	11	am	to	11	p.m.		
	 		Fri	&	Sat	11	a.m.	to	midnight	
	 		Sundays	12	Noon	to	10	pm	

 We deliver!!  		
PIzza,	Wings,	Pasta	and	Calzones,	Salads,	

Hamburgers,	French	Fries,	Oven	Baked	Subs,	
much	more	plus	Everyday	Specials!!	

  You've gotta try Teddy's. 
 Your neighborhood pizza guy!!

EVERYDAY TEDDY'S SPECIALS 
Buffalo	Shrimp...8	pcs....	$6.49			16	pcs...	$10.99				
24	pcs....	$16.99	
 
 
2	Large	2-Toppings	or	1	Large	2-Toppings	+	10	
Wings....$15.99	
 

Cleveland	Browns	Special:	
2	Large	2-Toppings	+	20	Wings...$23.99	
 

Ted's	Special	Quad	Burger	(4	layers	of	meat,	4	
slices	of	cheese	with	bacon	
between	each	layer)	...$9.99	

TEDDY’S PIZZA 

Licensed electrician, interior and exterior 
painting, carpentry, plumbing, drywall, 

decks, light hauling. 

Seven years experience with Grove Park 
homes and many Grove Park references. 

"I can fix your house." 

Seth Lemmert 
(704) 712-3546 

WE DO IT RIGHT.

704-430-8340
Jill Moore

We Specialize In:

BY CUSTOMER DEMAND WE NOW OFFER

NEW SERVICES FOR WOODEN DECKS:

Clean, Repair and Stain

Preserve Your
Investment!

Concrete
Significance

• New Concrete & Pavers • Decorative Concrete

(Sealers in garages, driveways, walkways, patios, pool decks)
• Overlays on old worn Concrete: Looking like stone,

bricks or travertine • Pressure Washing



• El evento "Munch-in" del 6 de Mayo fue un éxito. Un total de 32 personas 
dirigidas por el historiador Tom Hanchett visitaron y comieron en cuatro de los 
restaurantes del centro comercial que está cruzando Harris Blvd. Todos la 
pasaron estupendo! 

• Nuestra colonia tuvo dos carros alegóricos uno de ellos fue un bote remolcado 
por un auto y un trailer remolcado por una camioneta, saludamos y ofrecimos 
dulces a los niños. 

• El paseo por los jardines en Mayo organizado por el Club de jardinería atrajo 
personas de todas partes de Charlotte, algunas de Concord y Huntersville.  
Vendimos muchas plantas!  Estamos muy agradecidos con todas las personas 
que nos ayudaron. 

• Tenemos un nuevo comité que está en busca de nuevas ideas, si desean aportar cualquier idea por favor 
compártanlas con nosotros en las reuniones de mujeres hispanas llame a Claudia al (704)968-7772 para 
las nuevas fechas. 

• La construcción del nuevo parqué sigue en pie y ocurrirá muy pronto. Será muy emocionante tener 
nuestro propio parqué! 

• Tenemos que agregarlos a la lista de correos electrónicos para informarles de todos los eventos que 
ocurrirán en Grove Park y no se pierdan de nada. Por favor escriba a Mimi Davis a davisxyz@hotmail.com 
para incluirlos. 

• Les invitamos a darle Me gusta a nuestra página en Facebook, búsquenos como "Grove Park 
Community" les enviáremos un mensaje para confirmar que viven en nuestra comunidad y así podrán ser 
agregados, ver fotografías y temas de discusión. 

Traducción por Claudia Gómez.
¿Qué esta pasando en Grove Park? 

GROVE PARK SCORES AN A+ IN 
HELPING GRIER SCHOOL  
Let's Do Even More This Year! 
On May 24th Grier Academy teachers and students were pretty nervous.  It 
was the first day of the end-of-year testing and all needed to do their best.  
Grove Park brought dozens of donuts and bagels with cream cheese, plus 
lots of orange juice to let teachers know we cared and supported them. 
 Thanks go to Helene Hilger, Claudia Gomez (center in the photo) and Mimi 
Davis for arranging and transporting. 

We also received the results from the Grove Park tutoring program.  Our 
tutors helped 9 students at Grier, 2 second graders and 7 third graders.  Both 
second graders were able to master all the skills that they needed to enter 
third grade.  Our third graders increased an average of 1.5 years in the 6 

months we tutored them, all more than doubling their rate of learning.  It was a huge success!  Thanks to tutors 
Rosemarie Belcher, Claudia Gomez, Helene Hilger, Mimi Davis, Karahn Yates-Harris, and Ravenwood's Alice 
Fabrea.  Working at Hickory Grove School was Grove Park's Mary English.  Also volunteering at Grier is Maryann 
Williams. 

This coming year, in addition to our reading tutors we'd like to send tutors to Grier's 5 kindergartens which now 
only have aides for 1/2 hour a week each.  Education is at a point that if schools are to succeed they will need help 
from the community.  Please consider volunteering.

mailto:davisxyz@hotmail.com
mailto:davisxyz@hotmail.com


REEDY CREEK NATURE CENTER & PRESERVE  
2900 ROCKY RIVER RD. CHARLOTTE, NC  
(980) 314-1119

Senior	Centers	provide	individuals	55	years	and	older	
various	opportunities	to	improve	their	physical	and	
cognitive	health,	expand	their	support	systems,	and	find	
services	they	need	to	remain	independent.	

• Exercise	Opportunities	
• Health	Programs	
• Prevention	Programs	
• Education	Programs	

Services	Offered:	Senior	Health	Insurance	Information	
Program	(Medicare	counseling),	Information	&	Assistance,	
balance	assessment,	exercise	readiness	assessment,	
income	tax	preparation,	assistance	with	advance	medical	
directives.	

AUGUST	1,	11	a.m.	TECHNOLOGY	TUTORS,	One-on-one	
computer	help	sessions	with	a	technology	tutor.	Topics	
covered	include	but	are	not	limited	to	Microsoft	Office,	
Internet,	email,	library	resources,	and	online	applications.	

AUGUST	1,	4	p.m.		LEARN,	CONNECT,	PLAY	Teens!	Grab	your	
friends	and	come	play	and	have	some	fun	while	developing	
literacy,	critical	thinking	and	teamwork	skills.	Xbox	360,	PS3,	
Wii,	

AUGUST	3,	4	p.m.		READING	BUDDIES		If	you	are	between	
the	ages	of	5-11,	increase	your	reading	confidence,	fluency	
and	comprehension	by	reading	aloud	with	a	library	
volunteer	during	a	30-minute	1-on-1	session.	

AUGUST	9,	11	a.m.		MCDOWELL	NATURE	CENTER		Learn	
about	reptiles	and	amphibians	through	interactive	hands-on	
activities	with	the	McDowell	Nature	Center.	

AUGUST	15,	4:30	p.m.		PRETEEN	SCENE	If	you	are	between	
the	ages	of	8	and	11,	join	us	for	books	and	literacy	activities	
that	help	improve	your	critical	thinking	skills.	

AUGUST	21,	1	p.m.	HICKORY	GROVE	SENIOR	READERS	Join	
the	Hickory	Grove	Senior	Readers	Group	on	the	third	
Monday	of	each	month	at	1:00	pm.	New	members	are	
welcome.

HICKORY GROVE LIBRARY  
5935 HICKORY GROVE ROAD  
(704) 416-4400

JULY	30,	4-5:30	p.m.	HIGHLAND	SCOTS	OF	NC	TEA		In	the	mid	
eighteenth-century,	thousands	of	Highland	Scots	immigrated	to	
central	North	Carolina.	Among	the	settlers	was	Flora	MacDonald,	
who	famously	rescued	Bonnie	Prince	Charlie	after	the	Jacobite	
rebellions.	The	presentation	examines	the	culture	of	the	
Highlanders,	and	their	history	in	North	Carolina	and	the	American	
Revolutionary	War.		$20.00	for	members;	$25.00	for	public	

AUGUST	27,	4-5:30	P.M.		WINSTON	CHURCHILL	AND	THE	SECOND	
WORLD	WAR	TEA	As	the	Prime	Minister	of	the	United	Kingdom,	Sir	
Winston	Churchill	led	the	British	through	the	darkest	days	of	the	
Second	World	War.	The	presentation	examines	Churchill’s	life	and	
career,	and	his	key	role	in	Britain’s	“finest	hour.”		$20.00	for	
members;	$25.00	for	public	

OCTOBER	1,	4-5:30	P.M.		THE	STORY	OF	LONDON	TEA	Founded	by	
the	Romans	at	a	crossing	on	the	River	Thames,	the	city	of	London	
has	a	storied	history.	The	capital	of	England,	London	was	the	focus	
of	the	British	Empire	in	the	nineteenth-century.	Surviving	fires,	
plagues	and	wars,	London	continues	as	the	center	of	British	
government	and	royal	ceremonies	and	is	a	leading	city	of	the	
modern	world.	The	presentation	overviews	the	history	of	London	
from	ancient	to	modern	times.	$20.00	for	members;	$25.00	for	
public	

AUGUST	1		
YOGA	AT	THE	NATURE	CENTER	
Noon.		Class	repeats	every	Tuesday.			

AUGUST	1		
HIKE	FOR	YOUR	HEALTH	IN	CHARLOTTE	
Noon.	Class	repeats	every	Tuesday.	

AUGUST	5		
NATURE	WEATHER	PREDICTIONS	IN	CHARLOTTE	

AUGUST	7-11		
NATURALLY	ARTFUL	IN	CHARLOTE	

AUGUST	12	
BIODIVERSITY	HIKE,	MT.	MITCHELL	

AUGUST	19		
HUMMINGBIRD	FESTIVAL	IN	CHARLOTTE	

AUGUST	21	
SOLAR	ECLIPSE	CELEBRATION	AT	CONGAREE	
NATIONAL	PARK	

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

METHODIST HOME RECREATION CENTER/
SHAMROCK SENIOR CENTER  
3200 SHAMROCK DRIVE  
(980) 314-1123

CHARLOTTE MUSEUM OF HISTORY 
3500 SHAMROCK DR. 
704-568-1774



KELLY MAU-BULDOC:  SOCIAL CHAIR 
Kelly Mau-Buldoc was born and raised in Toronto, Ontario.  She and her husband Chris moved 
to Grove Park nine months ago and they both love it here. 
Kelly's husband, Chris,  is very involved in East Charlotte events. His passion for being involved 
was so contagious  that Kelly wanted to become involved also.  Kelly and Chris have two 
children.  Being so thankful to be part of the Grove Park Community, Kelly would like to see 
the Grove Park tight- knit feeling continue and would like to encourage and share this good 
feeling to be welcomed to all of East Charlotte.  She sees Grove Park as a "hidden gem", and 
she wants to help it shine!

MEET YOUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

MIKE MCLAURIN: AT LARGE 
Mike McLaurin is from Laurinburg, NC , which was named for his family, and has lived in Grove 
Park since 1989.  He and his wife, Catherine, have both been public servants.  Catherine was 
teacher in CMS for twenty six years, and Mike is a retired town manager with forty years 
experience.  He has also served as intern or permanent manager in Stanley, Waxhaw, 
Claremont and Oxford, NC.  He and Catherine have three grown children and seven 
grandchildren.  His mother and dog also reside at their home.  Mike and Catherine lead very 
active lifestyles, biking, walking and running.  Both are supporters of UNC-C sports and 
Charlotte's professional sports teams. Mike is a licensed pilot and licensed real estate broker. 

Mike would like to develop and implement a tree strategy program by planting and replanting 
trees, especially native trees, and to keep plants and trees healthy for future generations. 
He feels Grove Park is known for its trees/nature, and people are attracted to our 
neighborhood because of the beautiful canopies.  Along with our tree conservancy measures, 
Mike would like to work toward making Grove Park "the place to be" and to make Grove Park a safe place to live while 
maintaining its small town nature.  We need to position Grove Park to be attractive to young and old alike.  Mike wants to 
continue our partnerships with neighboring organizations and the City of Charlotte.  His experience in the public sector 
gives him an understanding of how communities grow and develop. 
         

ARMETTA JACKSON-DAVIS:  AT LARGE 
Armetta hails from the beautiful city of Pasadena, CA.   She retired from the film industry after 
twenty seven years with Walt Disney Animation and Warner Brothers, having edited over 
twenty animated films.  She moved to Durham, NC ten years ago in search of a slower pace. 
While in Durham,  Armetta worked at Duke University as an administrative assistant for six 
years before marrying Larry, her husband, and moving to Charlotte.  For the past three years, 
she has worked as a lead administrative assistant at UNC-C.  Armetta and Larry have a 
combined family of four grownup children and three grandchildren.  They are all active and 
love bike riding, train rides, traveling and music.  They also own and operate an estate sale 
business.   Some things Armetta would like to see happen would be to improve the shopping 
center area.  Better maintenance of sidewalks and streets are ways she thinks would make this 
improvement occur. 



SHEILA ZAGAR:  NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTOR 
New to the Grove Park Gazette team, Sheila Zagar loves meeting new people and knowing her 
neighbors and looks  forward to getting more involved with people who also share the love of 
tree canopies, lakes and nature in this wonderful place called Grove Park.  Sheila first fell in love 
with Grove Park while attending Sikes/Sykes Family Reunions as a child at the home of Cora 
Lee and Eula Mae Sykes, cousins now deceased.   

Recently, Sheila took a break from teaching with CMS in the Gifted and Talented program  and 
joined the MACS  (Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools) System as the LEAP teacher.  She is also 
involved in other areas.  After hearing about STEM (Science Technology Engineering Math) she 
applied for Discovery Places' STEM learning workshops. She was accepted into the STEM 
Fellow Program and proceeded to teach STEM classes.  Along with STEM, she involved the 
Creative/Problem Solving "out-of-the-box" thinking skills.  
 
Sheila's two pups keep her busy and on schedule.  Sheila looks forward to doing more singing, acting and teaching. 

CHRIS SOTARDI:  TREASURER  
Chris Sotardi was born in Long Island, NY.  He moved to Charlotte in 2003 from Wilmington, 
NC to attend Queen's University.   He and his wife, Kathryn, an artist and Ellie, their eight year 
old Cocker-Bichon pup, moved from Ballantine to Grove Park. 

Grove Park,  according to Chris, is a great place to live!  He loves to help and wants to 
continue to build community within the neighborhood.  Chris believes in showing off all the 
great things that East Charlotte has to offer.  And Grove Park is one of those things. 

LINDSEY WOLFE: VICE PRESIDENT  
Lindsey Wolfe and her husband, Brandon, moved to Grove Park in August of 2004. Both she 
and Brandon are Charlotteans and attended West Charlotte High School.   The Wolfe family 
includes two children.  They are a very energetic family.  You can always find them doing 
something whether it's riding bikes, gardening or hanging out at the local parks and 
playgrounds. 

In thinking about Grove Park, Lindsey would love to make our neighborhood even more family 
friendly.  She sees this coming about by fostering a sense of community and getting those not 
already involved in neighborhood activities to feel welcome to join in.  She feels very proactive 
in setting this idea/plan forward. 



THE GROVE PARK MUNCH-IN WAS SO-O-O FUN! 

GROVE PARK NEIGHBOR WITH WORLDWIDE DISTINCTION 
Cheryl Jesitus, our Grove Park neighbor, is employed with 
3D Systems which is the world’s largest 3D printer company based 
out of Rock Hill, SC.  Cheryl is the first female technical repair 
trainer for 3D printers worldwide.  Cheryl is probably not a new 
name for you.  She is currently calendar editor of the GrovePark 
Gazette.   

Cheryl has resided in Grove Park for the past 17 years along with 
her 2 dogs, 1 cat and 8 goldfish.   Her name probably sounds 
familiar from her bicycle repair business.  Cheryl said that she has 
been repairing bikes since riding to school and had to fix her 
breakdowns.  She has always enjoyed “wrenching" and rebuilt a 
motorcycle engine from parts as a teenager. 

Art and teaching have always been Cheryl's passion.  She has also 
dabbled in all art media.  At age 16, she had her first professional 
art show displaying acrylic paintings where she sold two of her 
paintings. 

Artistic as well as technical and analytical, she also restored a 1922 home to its original.  She considers herself a 
renaissance woman.  Cheryl grew up in Florida and is currently working on her Bachelor's degree. 

On May 6 Charlotte historian Tom Hanchett partnered 
with Grove Park Neighborhood Association and UNC 
Charlotte's Urban Institute to do a whirlwind tour of the 
ethnic restaurants of East Town Market.  Joining our 16 
GP neighbors was another group from all over 
Charlotte, curious about our part of town and the 
restaurants located here.  We had magnificent 
Chinese food at Panda's Den, Greek food at Parkway 
House, Jamaican at Ty's Wings & Tings, and dessert 
and coffee at Salvadorena.  Most of the food was 
created by restaurant cooks especially for the tour and 
not part of the regular menus. 

Thanks to Tom, the Urban Institute, and Knight 
Foundation.  We had a blast!!



5450 N. Sharon Amity Rd. Charlotte, NC 28215
www.hickorygroveanimalhospital.com

704-563-5858
email: hgah1@bellsouth.net

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

HICKORY
 GROVE  

• Physical Exams
• Vaccinations
• Pet Identification
  (Microchips)
• Laboratory Services
• Anesthesia and
  Surgery Services
• Ultrasound/Internal
  Medicine Consults
• Radiology Services
  (X-rays)
• K-Laser Therapy
• Dentistry and
  Dental X-rays
• Pharmacy
• Nutrition and
  Behavioral
  Consulting
• Boarding
• Bathing and
  Grooming

5 MINUTES FROM
GRRROVE BARK!

“We Are Here For You and Your Pet and
  Will Provide the Best Veterinary Care”

Our Gourmet cook for July is Patty Copeland, a 
cooking and baking expert and designer of 
beautiful presentations.  Patty and husband Eddie 
were Katrina refugees some years ago, settling 
among us, far from flooding and tragedy.   Patty is 
also our resident dog & house sitter, being highly 
recommended.  For summertime she felt you need 
a quick, easy dessert and this is certainly it.  It's 
cool and refreshing on hot days, great for potlucks, 
and even looks pretty.  Yum. 

PATTY COPELAND’S SUMMERTIME CAKE 
Ingredients 
• 1 (15.25oz) box yellow cake mix 
• 3 large eggs 
• ⅓ cup vegetable oil 
• 1 cup water 
• 1 (11 oz) can mandarin oranges, drained 
• 1 (20 oz) can crushed pineapple, undrained 
• 1 (12 oz) package frozen whipped topping, 

thawed 
• 1 (3.4 oz) box instant vanilla pudding 
 
Preparation 
• Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease and lightly 

flour two 9-inch round baking pans. 
• In a mixing bowl, beat cake mix, eggs, oil 

and water until moistened. Reserve 4-5 
orange slices for decoration. Add remaining 
oranges to batter and beat until well 
blended. 

• Pour batter into baking pans and bake for 
22-25 minutes, or until toothpick inserted in 
center of cakes comes out clean. Cool 
slightly, 10 minutes, then transfer to wire rack 
to cool. 

• For the frosting: In a bowl, stir pudding mix 
and pineapple. Fold in thawed whipped 
topping. Take one cooled cake and add a 
layer of frosting to top. Place second cake on 
top of first and spread remaining frosting 
over cake. 

• Chill in refrigerator before serving. 

THE GROVE PARK GOURMET



YARDS OF THE MONTH 

Every other year the garden club 
has a yard sale.  This, along with 
occasional plant sales, is our 
funding for the next two years. 

Please bring all items to Mary-
Ellen's starting September 1. 

We love: books, kitchen stuff, 
jewelry, household items, 
furniture and accessories, things 
for the garden, clothes (in good 
condition and not stored in 
plastic bags), tools, etc. Make 
sure everything works! 
We worry about: outdated 
technology, broken 
appliances, old TV's.  Would you 
really buy these things? 
We can also use a few volunteers 
to help out.  To volunteer contact 
Mary-Ellen Jones, 
jjimij@gmail.com. the artists set 
up, and the plant sale happens.  
There was an enthusiastic Triangle 
clean-up to get ready.

GARDEN 
CLUB YARD 
SALE 
September 16 
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Mary-Ellen and Barry 
Jones' house 
6608 Terry Lane 

This garden is often 
on our "short list" as 
we tour Grove Park 
every month looking 
for treasures. Mr. 
Kearney is the 
principle gardener 
here, and he has 
created a colorful 
display. The yard 
always looks nice, 
neatly edged and trimmed, with a nicely mowed lawn. 

As we drove through 
the neighborhood 
looking for color and 
beauty, our eye was 
caught by the colorful 
annuals at the home 
of Becky and Jack Ray 
at 7310 Lakeside. 
Invited to see the 
back garden we were awed by the 100 + year old tree and the lovely 
shaded entertainment area there. 

Becky & Jack Ray 
7310 Lakeside Dr.

William & Catherine Kearney 
7509 Farm Gate

Rosemarie and Fred 
are long overdue for 
being Yard of the 
Month, considering 
the hours they spend 
in their lovely yard and 
enclosed vegetable 
garden, which 
provides not only food 
for themselves, but also for bees, butterflies and birds all year long.  
Especially creative are the small bag gardens hanging on either side 
of the side door.  Both Fred and Rosemarie have been long-time 
members of the garden club, frequently hosting events at their 
house. 

Rosemarie & 
Fred Belcher 
6800 Terry Lane

mailto:jjimij@gmail.com
mailto:jjimij@gmail.com


THE GARDEN TOUR WAS A GREAT SUCCESS! 
Thanks to all who made this year's tour a great success, especially the host families who worked so hard.  From 
Ravenwood we saw the gardens of Augie & Mary Anne Beasley, George & Irene Thomas, Michael & Becca 
Eaton, Ethan & Kimberly Balcos, and Jo Walters.  From Grove Park it was Wally & Maureen Gilewski, Skip Griffin 
& Maryann Williams, Barry & Mary-Ellen Jones, and Alan & Mimi Davis.  Thanks also to Marianne Barrowman for 
coordinating the plant sale, to the Garden Council for months of organization, and to the volunteers who sat at 
houses, helped organize plants and people, who brought their art, who created flyers and brochures and 
signs, who did so much.  

June meeting held at Romare 
Bearden Park 

On a beautiful June day Parks & Rec 
specialist Kris Dewberry took us on a tour of 
the pollinator gardens at uptown's Romare 
Bearden Park.  We could see the plants that 
grow well in this part of North Carolina that 
offered pollen and nectar to bees and 
butterflies, see their colors and landscape 
size.  It was a stunning display and a learning 
experience. 

July meeting held at Irene 
Thomas' house. 

The club watched a BBC film about how plants 
communicate with each other and the outside 
world.  We learned that plants can change their 
chemistry to defend against over-grazing, and 
that they react to both touch and sound.  We so 
appreciated the coolness of Irene's home on 
such a hot July day.  We meet next on the third 
Saturday in August and all garden lovers are 
invited.  Contact Mary-Ellen Jones, 
jjimij@gmail.com.

GARDEN CLUB MEETING UPDATES
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OUR BOAT FLOAT 
WON A PRIZE! 

 
Thanks to Gail Whitcomb, lead float designer, and 
main assistant Marie Powell, Grove Park was able 
to have two floats in the 4th of July Parade.  One 

utilized a boat donated by Michael and Miriam 
Reid, and it was the one that won "Best Decorated 
Float”. The other was a trailer honoring the Grove 

Park/Ravenwood Garden Club featuring the 
coolest scarecrow ever.  Thanks also to musician 
Alan Davis for the accordion music, float helpers 

Mimi Davis and Amy Weeks, Champion Candy 
Thrower Elizabeth Hylton, Daring Boat Driver 

Bruce Blackeney and Larry and Armetta Davis for 
creative bicycle accompaniment.  Another great 

year and a great event.

East Charlotte Matters" is a new blog written by Grove Park resident Helene Hilger.  For each issue of our 
newsletter she will interview a recognized leader in east Charlotte, asking their perceptions of our eastside 
community.  The first interview is with Mary Newsom, Associate Director  of Urban & Regional Affairs at UNC 
Charlotte. 

I asked Ms. Newsom, who has a long history following city development, where she 
saw East Charlotte heading – are we on the upswing or in decline? She said that 
because east Charlotte neighborhoods are very disparate, they won't all change 
together. Some are struggling with gentrification as homebuyers want housing close 
to uptown.  More distant neighborhoods are suffering from the “laisse faire” 
development of the 1970’s and 1980’s when zoning was weak and the home 
architecture (brick ranches) and commercial buildings (think vacant Pizza Huts) did not 
have much “character” as they aged. Nevertheless, she predicted that affordable 
housing prices will spur the popularity of the “far east” sectors within a decade. As for 
Eastland, she predicts it likely will be developed incrementally rather than with a 
single large project. 
  
Asked how we could hasten our popularity and growth, Ms. Newsom cautioned that 

“big projects don't save neighborhoods.  Neighborhoods save neighborhoods." She suggested we build on our 
assets and play up our "cool factor". We host many interesting international restaurants, and we can put energy 
into luring new coffee shops, bakeries, art shops and other venues that attract the adventurous.  Offering festive 
and novel events that create cohesion and activism will also make the sector more vital and interesting.

EAST CHARLOTTE MATTERS 

Mary Newsom



www.harrisblvd.intlminutepress.com

 E-Mail: imp@carolina.rr.com
PHONE 704.537.1919                                                FAX 704.537.2326

• PRINTING

• COPYING

• SIGNS

• BANNERS

• MAGNETS

INSTANT & COMMERCIAL

PRINTING

Your local source

for all your printing needs.

Call Today! 
We look forward to serving you.

6933 EAST W.T. HARRIS BLVD.
CHARLOTTE, NC 28215

704.537.1919

We are a private, donation funded, no kill rescue.  Our mission is to help end
pet overpopulation, abandonment, abuse, and neglect. We provide care and

find homes for dogs of any breed, age, or medical need.

We have found homes for over 3,000 dogs in the last 13 years! 
We hope to have this number keep growing as we strive to save these sweet souls.

Thank you for your support, as we couldn’t do it without you!

SAVING one dog won’t change the WORLD,
but the WORLD will surely change for that ONE DOG…

For more information about adopting, fostering, or donations go to:
northmeckanimalrescue.org

North Meck
Animal Rescue

Ty



These photos from 
the May program at 
Parkway House 
Restaurant tell the 
story.  Next time 
it could be dinner, or 
it could be brunch.  
Watch your email for 
the announcement 
and don't miss it!

WE LOVE 
OUR 
COFFEE & 
COPS 
PROGRAM 



Additional Specialties: Leaf-Proof Systems,
Gutter Cleanouts,Vinyl Siding,
Soffit & Facia Board Repair,
Pressure Washing & Roofing

FREE ESTIMATE! CALL TODAY!
704-605-2008

FULLY INSURED • MEMBER BBB

ALL VARIETY OF COLORS

ALUMINUM • COPPER • HALF-ROUND

• Holistic Dog Training
• Effective force-free solutions to behavior problems

• Deepen your relationship with your dog

704-430-3995

Joanne Ometz, MSW
Turid Rugaas Certified

www.mindfulnessfordogs.com



 

    
 

Thanks to everyone who asked me about my 
experiences with Lavender Essential Oil! 

 

It is It is It is It is alwaysalwaysalwaysalways the right season to ask: the right season to ask: the right season to ask: the right season to ask:    
Why was Jesus given the essential oils Why was Jesus given the essential oils Why was Jesus given the essential oils Why was Jesus given the essential oils 

Frankincense and Myrrh by the Frankincense and Myrrh by the Frankincense and Myrrh by the Frankincense and Myrrh by the     
Three Wise Men?Three Wise Men?Three Wise Men?Three Wise Men?    

 
Young Living Essential Oils right here  

in our neighborhood. 
Call me 704Call me 704Call me 704Call me 704----779779779779----0968, Cheryl0968, Cheryl0968, Cheryl0968, Cheryl    

 

 

 

Bicycle’s Repaired 
 
 

Don’t let squeaky brakes or flat tires stop 
you from enjoying a nice bike ride around 

Grove Park! 
 
 
 
 

Only $50.00 

 
Squeaky brakes? Flat tires? Gears shifting badly? 

Free Estimates 

 
Call me today, Cheryl 704-779-0968 

By Appointment Only, pick-up/delivery available 
 
 

Charlotte's premiere dog trainer right in your neighborhood offering group
classes, and in home private lessons including puppy, obedience,  K9 fitness,
CGC, behavior modification, service dog and therapy dog training

Carol Lynn Fox is a member of the Pet Professional Guild and
Association of Professional Dog Trainers, Therapy Pets
Unlimited evaluator, American Kennel Club AKC
approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator and
S.T.A.R. puppy instructor.

Blue Ribbon K9 Academy
“From Puppy Dog to Good Dog”

7110 Demil Lane Charlotte, NC 28215

704-659-6748
www.blue-ribbonk9.com
blueribbonk9academy@gmail.com



 
Open Mon. - Thurs. 11 am - 8 pm, Fri. & Sat. 11pm - 9 pm,  

Sun. noon - 6 pm 
 

In East Town Market, Harris Blvd. & Milton 
Restaurant faces Sharon Amity 

Lunch Specials $5.95  

 
704-900-5605

TY’S 

WINGS & 

TINGS 
 

RESTAURANT

Excelling in Jamaican 
and Caribbean Cuisine 
Also a full service American menu 

BLUE RIBBON 
COMPUTER GUY 

25 years using PCs

Free 30-minute phone consults

Grove Park and Ravenwood housecalls 
@ $15/hour

Hardware and software repairs

W/95 to W/XP a specialty

Purchase advice, apps ideas, network setup

Training sessions

Call Richard at 704.568.0463, M-F/9-5



5820 East W.T. Harris Blvd.

704.563.1323

Open 7 days a week for breakfast, 

lunch, dinner.  Carry-out available.

DAILY SPECIALS
Served with two vegetable or one vegeable and a garden salad, 

yeast roll or cornbread.

SUNDAY
Roasted Chicken w/dressing          $8.50

Homemade Chicken & Dumplings    $7.95

Country Style Steak over Rice          $8.75

Fried Chicken Filet w/dressing          $8.50

1/4 Fried Chicken                              $7.50

1/2 Fried Chicken white & dark         $9.75

Baby green limas, macaroni & cheese, cut corn, candied yams, 

fried okra, green beans, greens, creamed potatoes, rice & gravy

MONDAY
Hamburger Steak w/onion & gravy       $7.95

Country Style Steak over Rice              $8.50

Spaghetti w/meat sauce (salad & bread only)    $8.95

1/4 Baked Chicken over rice w/gravy    $7.95

Black-eyed peas, steamed cabbage, fried okra, greens, stewed okra 

& tomatoes, green beans, rice & gravy, creamed potatoes 

TUESDAY
Country Style Steak over Rice           $8.50

Stewed Beef Tips over Rice               $7.95

Fried Chicken Tenders                       $8.50

Parkway Penne Pasta (salad & bread only)  $9.50

Meatloaf w/tomato sauce                   $8.25

Northern beans, cut corn fried okra, rice & gravy, greens, creamed 

potatoes, green beans

WEDNESDAY
Country Style Steak over Rice            $8.50

Hamburger Steak w/onions & gravy   $8.50

Fried Chicken Livers                           $7.25

Homemade Lasagna (salad & bread only)     $9.25

Stuffed peppers                                   $8.25

Homemade Chicken & Dumplings      $7.75

Pinto beans baby green limas, fresh fried squash, creamed 

potatoes, rice & gravy, green beans, greens, candied yams

THURSDAY
Marinated Chicken Strips over Rice    $8.50

Country Style Steak over Rice            $8.50

Chicken Spaghetti (salad & bread only)  $10.95

Baked Pork Chops                              $8.75

Fried Chicken Filet w/dressing            $8.25

Black-eyed peas, stewed apples, fried okra, rice & gravy, creamed 

potatoes, green beans, greens

FRIDAY
Salmon Patties                                        $8.25

Country Style Steak over Rice                $8.50

Fried Flounder (one piece) Calabash    $11.95

Chicken Parmigiana (salad & bread only)   $11.25

Baked Chicken w/oven potatoes             $7.95

Meat Loaf w/tomato sauce                      $8.25

Macaroni & cheese, pinto beans, fresh fried squash, creamed 

potatoes, rice & gravy, green beans, greens

SATURDAY
Grilled or Deep Fried Pork Chops           $9.25

Country Style Steak over Rice                $8.50

Teriyaki Chicken                                      $9.50

Homemade Lasagna (salad & bread only)  $9.50

Cut corn, northern beans, fried okra, stewed apples, creamed 

potatoes, rice & gravy, green beans, greens

Sliced tomatoes

Potato salad

Cole slaw

Sliced peaches

Pineapple slices

Pickled beets

Applesauce

Cottage cheese

RESTAURANT
PARKWAY

We prepare all our specials fresh daily, 

using only the best quality ingredients, 

no prepackaged, processed foods 

or additives.  Our vegetables are 

prepared using no animal fats.  We 

pride ourselves on serving quality, 

wholesome, made-from-scratch foods.

Daily vegetables


